evidence of priority it is much easier to authenticate the text of the composition. Of these two means we have enough data to pursue the present inquiry to the authentication of a, certain one of these classes of codices. Of this sort are the Mss. E. IL and those contained in the classes B. and C. We consider these codices to be decidedly superior to the rest in point of style as well as of sense ; as instances of this superiority we can point oat readings in several places for comparison.1
Again in the other Mss. a decided inferiority of rescen-sion is observable. The sense and construction in some cases are far-fetched, sometimes inclining even to obscurity.2
Then some readings in this second class app6ar very suspicious as to their genuineness.3
These points of difference that we have noted are of course not too many. But those that are, will be found to be sufficiently convincing. That a vast general resemblance between the several classes can be observed is in no way singular when this resemblance is to be found even in the decidedly interpolated passages. But points like those marked above give us enough data to draw a line of demarkation between the superior and inferior classes. Yet better proof, however, is available. Of the host of commentators that we have had the good fortune to call to our aid, Hemftdri, Chflritravardhana, Yallabha and MallinMha are the leading ones, Heixtadri, Ch&ritravardhana and Vallabha agree among
1.    See Canto  V.   67.   Notes   ar^T^^nTPTT ;   VII.  36,   Notes 5   VIL   57.   Notes   ^i&iJT-i;   XII.   88.   Notes  ?rm^*l 5
XV. 69. Notes gfr *j   F^RrlT ^F3L &c.  and   compare these   with  the variants.    See readings.    Many such instances can also be quoted*
2.     See Canto I. 51 . fsrR-rfrfl^ j*H^^jJ II. 63. ^p^r? HI. 4. in. 13. STSnFT 5 VII. 71. 3^m^l^-^<t?   X. 12.
XIV. 64   spR^T and sr^TFT 9    XVIII.   37   ^MK^^H   &<>,     See readings. Many such instances can also be added.
3.    Variants of this sort are innumerable and will  bo detected at a glance among the readings.